Community-based perceptions of neighborhood health in urban neighborhoods.
This community-based study explored perceptions of neighborhood health and neighborhood health characteristics to inform a new urban health neighborhood outreach program utilizing nurse and community health worker teams. Neighborhood residents and representatives from community agencies described their perceptions of personal health and neighborhood health through questionnaires and focus groups called community conversations. Respondents were more likely to report themselves as healthy and less likely to report their neighborhoods as healthy. Community conversations' common themes included respect, partnerships and relationships. Results provide guidance for planners of urban neighborhood health initiatives.